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SUBJECT: MOVEMENT OF REFUGEES FROM HONG KONG TO MACAU 

REF: GENEVA 13095 

1 . WITH DIRECTOR OF CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES ACTING AS 
CONDUIT BETWEEN CARPENTER AND MACAU UNDERSECRETARY FOR 
SOCIAL WELFARE, MOVEMENT OF 122 APPROVED CAT. I THROUGH 

III REFUGEES FROM HONG KONG TO MACAU HAS BEEN SCHEDULED 
FOR SEPT. 1. 

2. WHEN WE ASKED CARPENTER IF NEXT STEP AFTER THIS MOVEMENT 
WOULD BE TO OBTAIN AGREEMENT OF MACAU GOVT TO ACCEPT 
MORE THAN 400 NUMBER MENTIONED IN JUNE LETTER, HE SAID 

HE BELIEVED SO. HE SAID THAT SAMPATKUMAR REPORTED THAT 
HE WOULD BE ARRIVING HONG KONG EVENING AUGUST 31. WE 
SUGGESTED THAT SAMPATKUMAR MIGHT WANT TO VISIT MACAU 
DURING THIS VISIT TO DISCUSS CRITICAL ACCOMODATION 
IN HONG KONG AND TO PRESS FOR ADDITIONAL TRANSFERS 
TO MACAU. 
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3. GROUP OF 303 RPT 303 REFUGEES ARRIVED HONG KONG MORNING 
AUGUST 31. ANOTHER GROUP OF APPROXIMATELY 250 RPT 

250 IS DUE ARRIVE HERE AUGUST 31/SEPT. 1 ON HONG KONG 
FISHING BOAT. CARPENTER DOES NOT KNOW WHERE THEY CAN 
BE ACCOMMODATED. HE TOLD US THAT HE HOUSED LAST 
LARGE GROUP BY SQUEEZING THEM INTO EXISTING SITES AND 
THAT TRANSFER OF 122 REFUGEES TO MACAU WILL NOT FREE 
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ANY SITES FOR LONG TERM ACCOMMODATION. HE REPORTED HE 
HAD FOUND SEVERAL NEW ACCOMMODATION SITES IN HONG 
KONG, BUT THEY ARE NOT READY YET. 

4. THESE NEW ARRIVALS WILL BRING BOAT REFUGEE POPULATION 
IS HONG KONG TO APPROXIMATELY 3455. IF THE GROUP 

OF 122 BEING TRANSFERRED TO MACAU IS SUBTRACTED, UNHCR 
WILL HAVE TO PROVIDE CARE AND MAINTENANCE IN HONG KONG 
TO APPROXIMATELY 3333 REFUGEES AT A MONTHLY COST OF 
APPROXIMATELY $700,000. DIRECT ARRIVALS LANDING 
IN MACAU NOW TOTAL 318. 

5. HONG KONG GOVT IS MOST CONCERNED ABOUT HIGH REFUGEE 
INFLUX. CONSULS GENERAL AND COMMISSIONERS OF APPROXIMATELY 
15 MISSIONS IN HONG KONG HAVE BEEN INVITED TO MEETING 

AT GOVT SECRETARIAT ON SEPT. 5 SO THAT REFUGEE SITUATION 
CAN BE DISCUSSED. ACTING POLITICAL ADVISOR WILL 
PRESENT STRONG PLEA FOR URGENT REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT 
AND HAS ASKED LONDON AND BRITISH MISSION GENEVA FOR 
ANY APPROPRIATE SUPPORT. 

6. WE INFORMED HONG KONG GOVT OF MISSION APPROACH TO 
UNHCR ON AUGUST 28. BRITISH MISSION IN GENEVA MAY 
CONTACT US MISSION FOR INFORMATION AND POSSIBLE 
COORDINATION. 
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